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Head constable, daughter 
crushed to death by container 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

A POLICE head constable and 
his daughter were killed after a 
speeding container truck 
rammed their two-wheeler near 
a speed breaker at Tavandi 
Ghat on the Pune–Bengaluru 
National Highway near Nippa-
ni on Tuesday evening.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Pundalik R. Hatti (52), a 
head constable serving at the 
Nippani Town Police Station, 
and his daughter Nikita Pun-
dalik Hatti (24). The family 
was residing in the police 
quarters in Nippani.

According to reports, Hatti, a 
native of  Ulagaddi Khanapur 
village in Hukkeri taluk, had 
taken his daughter to their na-
tive place on a motorcycle. The 
accident occurred around 6:30 
pm on October 14 when they 

were returning to Nippani.
As they approached a speed 

breaker on the highway at 
Tavandi Ghat, a container 
truck approaching from behind 
rammed their motorcycle with 
great force. The impact threw 
the father and daughter onto 

the road, and both were crushed 
under the container’s wheels, 
killing them on the spot.

On receiving information 
about the accident, personnel 
from the Nippani Town Police 
Station rushed to the scene. 
The news of  the death of  their 
colleague and his daughter 
plunged the police fraternity 
into grief. A pall of  gloom also 
descended on the police resi-
dential quarters in Nippani. 
Nikita was reportedly in the fi-
nal stages of  completing her 
Chartered Accountancy (CA) 
course, making the tragedy 
even more heartbreaking.

The deaths of  the father and 
daughter in the same accident
have left their family devas-
tated. Hatti is survived by his
wife and a son. The family 
members were inconsolable 
after losing two loved ones in 
a single tragedy. 

Major tragedy averted as 
fire guts farmer’s house

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi 

A FIRE broke out at the house 
of  a farmer in Nippani town 
on Thursday morning, de-
stroying household articles, 
electronic appliances and im-
portant documents worth an 
estimated `20 lakh.

The incident occurred at the 
old house belonging to Chait-
anya Shashikant Nesarikar in 
the Ram Mandir locality in 
Nippani. Fortunately, no one 

was inside the house when the 
fire broke out, averting a major 
tragedy.

On Thursday morning, Nesa-
rikar had gone to his agricul-
tural field at Yaranal, while his 
wife and children had left for 
her sister’s house in Shintre 
Colony after locking the house.

Around 11 am, local resi-
dents noticed thick smoke and 
flames emerging from the 
house and immediately alerted 
the Nippani Fire and Emergen-
cy Services. Firefighters 
rushed to the spot and began 
efforts to extinguish the blaze. 
As the fire intensified, a fire 
engine from the Halasidhanath 
cooperative sugar factory was 
also pressed into service.

A preliminary assessment 
suggests that an electrical short 
circuit may have triggered the 
fire, though the exact cause is 
yet to be ascertained. The prop-
erty damage has been estimat-
ed at around `20 lakh. 

(Top) Firefighters try to extinguish the 
fire;  thick smoke and fire covered the 
entire house in Nippani |  EXPRESS

Truck splits in two after 
crashing into bridge on 

Khanapur-B’gavi highway
Belagavi: A speeding truck split into 

two after crashing into the 
embankment of a bridge on the new 
Khanapur-Belagavi highway near the 
old Kupatgiri road on Wednesday. The 

driver escaped with minor injuries, 
averting a major tragedy. The impact 
was so severe that the front portion 

of the truck, including the engine, 
separated from the rear section 

carrying bundles of paper. The paper 
bundles were scattered across the 

highway for nearly 400 to 500 
metres, highlighting the intensity of 

the crash. According to preliminary 
information, the truck was 

transporting bundles of paper from a 
paper mill in Dandeli to Delhi. The 

accident reportedly occurred when the 
vehicle was passing over the bridge. 

The driver is suspected to have dozed 
off at the wheel, causing him to lose 

control of the vehicle before it 
rammed into the side of the bridge.

Pundalik R. Hatti  and his daughter 
Nikita Pundalik Hatti 

TRAGEDY STRIKES

The controversy surrounding an alleged sting operation is to 
divert public attention from pressing issues such as drought, 
drinking water shortages and corruption in administration.

C T Ravi,  
MLC

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission  / Opening, viewing and 
downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tntenders.
gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in

Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification  
No.

Tender Inviting 
Authority

Name of the Work

225 CE / Coal
Time chartering of one Panamax / Kamsarmax 
gearless vessel

DIPR/3156/Tender/2026

IT ALWAYS SEEMS  
IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S  
DONE ❯ NELSON MANDELA


